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7. D E S C R I P T I O N 

• -ONOITION 

(Check One) 

• Excellent Q Good Q Foir • Deterioroted • Ruini • U n o p o i e d 

(Chnk Onr) 

j£j Altered D Unoltered 

fC'ierf' OnrJ 

• Moved Q Originol Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D ORI G I N A L (it known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Ammendale Normal Institute is a Victorian structure of 
an ecclectic character, with design influences from the Queen 
Anne, Italianate, and Second Empire Revival schools of architec
ture. The two story brick building sits on a high stone founda
tion; the roof is a mansard, pierced with dormer windows and 
gables. 

The main (east) facade is over 100 feet long., consisting of 
a main block with projecting wings; the main block was completed 
in 1884 and the wings were added four years later. The wings 
continue the style of the main block. A 90 foot long chapel 
wing extends from the rear (west) facade and terminates in a 
semi-octagonal apse; like the main block, the chapel has a high 
stone foundation, but it has an A roof in contrast to the mansard 

The main entrance is marked by a gabled entrance porch with 
a segmentally-arched entryway and patterned brickwork in the 
gable. Behind the porch, a four story tower projects above 
the roofline. The tower has a bracketed cornice that carries 
an ironwork balcony; above the cornice is a framed bell cote 
with a steeply-pitched, dormered hipped roof. The third story 
window head repeats the segmental arch of the porch entryway; 
the forth story elevation has a niche for a Madonna and Child 
statue. 

Flanking the tower are two gables. Their surface treatment 
repeats the brickwork pattern of the entrance porch. They break 
through the main roof cornice and thus repeat the vertical 
emphasis of the tower. 

Between the entrance porch and each of the wings is a two-
story gallery. It is supported by a row of iron columns with 
decorative bracketing; the railings are of patterned ironwork. 

The wings both have central gables with patterned brick
work. The central, gabled portion of the wall surface projects 
forward slightly, and windows are grouped to give emphasis to 
the central section of each wing. 

The window heads are segmentally arched, with the arches 
projecting slightly from the wall surface and connected by 
string courses. The entryway arch is formed of moulded brick, 
as are the balustrades of the steps to the porch. Both the 
dormer windows and the iron columns use a star motif; the star 
is the symbol of the Christian Brothers. 

The interior of the building has been altered in order to 
meet demands for space as the needs of classroom have changed. 

St. Joseoh's Church stands southeast of the school and is 
separated from it by a hedge. In general form, the building is 
a small, brick typical of the late nineteenth century. The 
sidewalls have pointed arched windows, separated by small brick 
buttresses, glazed with double hung sash. The low entry porch 
is at the center of the main facade; the double doors topped by 
the transon light. 

The detailing of the church, however, is as ecclectic as 
that of the main building. In the center of the gable there is 
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fe. S IGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD ( Check One or More at Appropriate) 

• Pre-Columbion', D 16th Century Q 18th Century D 20th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century K] • * * Century 

SPECIFIC DATEIsl (It Applicable and Known) Church: 1880; School: 1883-4 and I88S 
AREAS OF S I C N I F I C A N C E (Check One or More n Appropriate) 

Aboriginol K) Edueotion r-j p0 | i t ;c 0 | D Urban Plonning 

• Prehistoric Q Engineering QJ Religion/Phi- • 0 , n e r (Specify) 

• Historic Q Industry losophy 

Q Agriculture Q | n » # n , i o r , r—) S c j . n c . 

J(] Architecture Q Lond»cope Q Seo |pfo ,» 

D A " Architecture Q Sociol/Humon-

• Commerce Q Literoture itorion . _ ^ _ 

• Communicotions Q M i | i t o f y r-) Theoter 

• Conservation r-j M u l j c J-J Tronsportotion 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Ammendale Normal Institute has been the home of the 
Christian Brothers since 1880, when they moved their novitiate 
from Calvert Hall in Baltimore to a rural site. Admiral Daniel 
Ammen, U.S.N., owned land along the Baltimore and Ohio Railrcad 
near Beltsville and offered the order twenty, acres at $20 per 
acre. Brother Tobias, Director of St. John's College in 
Washington, D.C., accepted the offer and immediately began 
building. 

The first novitiate, completed in November 1880, was a 
40 foot by 50 foot, three-story building. In addition to sell
ing twenty acres, Admiral Ammen donated five acres of land for 
a church with the stipulation that the church and the school 
always be separated by a hedge; the hedge is still standing. 
In October 1880, St. Joseph's Church was dedicated. The struc
ture was built in a style seldom seen in Prince George's County, 
where there are no other examples of Queen Anne patternwork in 
brick and few buildings that show an awareness of late nine
teenth century ecclecticism. The general style of the chapel 
set the" pattern for the rebuilding of the novitiate begun 
in 1883. , 

For the novitiate, the Christian Brothers contracted vjith 
a Baltimore builder named McCusker. The first stage of con
struction was the center section and chapel, which took about 
a year t'o build and cost $33,000. The workmen were evidently 
not local, .since they boarded at the school during the con
struction. In December,1884, James Cardinal Gibbons, Arch
bishop of Baltimore, dedicated the building. 

In 1888, the flanking wings were added and the building 
took on its present appearance. Since the wings are in the 
same style as the main block, the building has a unified 
appearance and character. It was one of the largest—perhaps 
the largest—building in Prince George's County at the time 
and enabled the Brothers to carry on several schools in a single 
structure. 

Before the construction of Ammendale Normal Instutute, Mme. 
La Coste, Admiral Ammen's mother-in-law, had conducted a local 
school at Drury Mansion. After the new institution was com
pleted, the Brothers assumed responsibility for the education 
of local children as well as their own clergy and teachers, witl-

Brother Victor running the lay school. Clerical training at 
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7. DESCRIPTION", continued 

a circular window set in a panel formed by a pointed arch. At 
the eaves, bargeboards are supported on their lower end by 
brackets which, in turn, rest on a lower belt course. The en
trance porch has similarly-carved work in the gable and the 
lower end of the rafters is supported on brackets. Along the 
sidevalls, the rafter ends are cut in an ogee shape. 

• 

8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued 

the Institute included a juniorate for younger boys, a novitiate, 
and a scholasticate where Brothers received college training. 

Over the years, the Christian Brothers added neighboring 
lands to their holdings, which today total about 400 acres. Thus, 
they were assured the quiet and peaceful environment associated 
with a religious life. But with a station on the Baltimore and 
hio Railroad at the Ammendale post village, they were not 
isolated from the secular world. 

Admiral Ammen, the original owner of the land and donor of 
the church site, was a convert to Catholicism. Although a naval 
officer he seems to have had both an interest in education and 
a wide-ranging curiosity about the world. He accompanied the 
Wilke exploration of the Mediterranean Sea and a scientific 
expedition to the Paraguan River; during the Civil War he par
ticipated in several battles along the blockaded southern coast 
of the Atlantic; and he was an ardent and articulate advocate 
of the American Isthmian Canal (about which" he wrote five books). 
He wrote one book on the history of the naval involvement in 
the Civil War as well as one advocating naval reform and modern
ization. Country Homes and Their Improvement described the 
advantages of country living but warned that the popular desire 
for rural life might not suit everyone's taste. But after his 
initial involvement in the establishment of Ammendale Normal 
Institute, Admiral Ammen seems to have had little involvement 
in its activities and his reasons for urging it along remain 
unknown. 

Architecturally, the Normal Institute is an outstanding 
example of the ecclectic styles of the»1880's. This building, 
constructed in a rural environment, shows an awareness of stylis
tic trends of the period. The presence of a structure of this 
quality, style, or scale is unusual in Maryland outside the urban 
centers of Baltimore and Washington. 
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Ammen, Admiral Daniel. The Navy in the Civil War. 1885 
Country Homes and Their Improvement. 1885 
The Atlantic Coast. 18 8~5~ 
American I s thmian Canal R o u t e s . 1889 . 
The Old Navy and the New. 1891. 
The E r r o r s and F a l l a c i e s of t h e I n t e r -

Oceanic T r a n s i t Ques t ion . 1886. 
Brother C l e m e n t i u s . The H i s t o r y of t h e D i s t r i c t of B a l t i m o r e . ' 

Ammendale: 1948. 
(See c o n t i n u a t i o n s h e e t No. 2) \ 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITES SUMMARY S'd'i 

?.G. County Survey # 60-4 Date 1880's 

Building Name Ammendale Normal Institute 

Location West of Washington Blvd. (St. 1) South of Ammendale Rd. 

Ooen to Public X yes no Restricted 

THE AMMENDALE NORMAL INSTITUTE is an outstanding example 

of the eclectic styles of the 1880's and is of unusual 

quality, size, and scale for rural Maryland. It has been 

the home of the Christian Brothers since 1880, when they 

moved their novitiate from Calvert Hall in Baltimore to a 

rural site. Admiral Daniel Ammen, U.S.N., a convert to 

Catholicism, sold the order twenty acres "nd donated five 

acres of land for a neighboring church with the stipulation 

that the church and school always be separated by a hedge. 

The present structure was completed in 1888 and was one of 

the largest—if not the largest— building in Prince George's 

County at the time, enabling the Brothers to carry on 

several schools in a single structure. 
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17. DESCRIPTION 
i„ , , — 

CONDITION 
• Excellent 

(Check One) 

• Good ( g Foir Q Deteriorated • Ruins D Unexposed 

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unolrered 

(Check One) 

Cj Mov»d B| Original Sit* 

OESCRI BE. T H E P R E S E N T AND O R I G I N A L (11 knoKn) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The building is a large red brick structure of the 
late Victorian period set on a stone foundation. 
The style is Queen Anne, with French Second Empire 
and Italianate influences, particularly in the 
bracketing of the tower cornice and the mansard roof. 
In the rear, stair towers between the pavillions and 
main structure have ogee-shaped roofs. Across the 
main facade is a two story porch with iron columns 
and decorative brackets. The porch runs between the 
two end pavillions, with their center gables. The 
connecting wing has a central tov/er and gables mid
way between the tower and pavillions. On the gables 
and tov/er are Queen Anne Style decorative motifs in 
brick. The tower has an iron railing above the wide 
cornice and a cupola with pedimented hipped-roof. 
Star decorative motifs are used in both the columns 
and wooden dormer window surrounds. Front staircase 
has parapets of molded brick in segmental arch and 
modillioned forms. Windows anddoorway arches are 
segmental. —-

A chapel in a Queen Anne style has bracked barge-
boards and a bracketed porch. The pointed-arched 
gable panel enframes a circular window. The nave 
windows are pointed arches. The rafter ends are cut 
in decorative patterns. Buttresses are set at an 
angle at the corners and between each window along 
the nave walls. 
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^ B Mathilde Ammen 
Ulysses Grant Ammen 
21/459 
Eva Ammen, Executrix, Trustee 
(under will of father Daniel) 
Eva Ammen (in own right) 21.79A 
Caroline Ammen 
Francis Dupont Ammen (all unmarried) 

Ammendale Normal Institute 

Feb. 4, 1905 
(March 1, 1905) 

-beginning at the intersection of the western boundary line of the 
B & O RR with...the county road... 
(with buildings) 

Francis D. Ammen 
34/13 

Ammendale Normal Institute 
June 6, 1904 
(Feb. 14, 1906) 
5,810 sq. ft. 

-beginning at a corner stone on the county road between the 
Washington/Baltimore Turnpike and Ammendale Station on the B & O 
RR. Being the SE corner stone of a lot or parcel of ground con
veyed by D. Ammen to James French. JWB 3/566. 

- Eva Ammen, Trustee and Executrix Ammendale Normal Institute 
Matilda Ammen 
Ulysses G. Ammen 
Francis Dupont Ammen 
42/584 

Aug. 27, 1907 
(June 2, 1908) 
37.24A 

-beginning...at a stone the northernmost point of this tract, a 
boundary of the Hoban tract and a boundary of the Ammendale 
Normal Institute, 
(with buildings) 

Chris Owens 
1974 
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THE AMMENDALE NORMAL INSTITUTE 

The Ammendale Normal Institute has been the home of the Christian 
Brothers since 1880 when they moved their novitate from Calvert 
Hall in Baltimore to a rural site. Admiral Daniel Ammen, U.S. 
Navy, owned land along the Baltimore and Ohio RR near Beltsville 
and offered twenty acres at $20.00 per acre. Brother Tobias, 
the Director of St. John's College in Washington, D.C., accepted 
and'immediately began building. 

': 

The first novitate, completed in November, 1880, was a 40 ft. 
by 50 ft., three story building. Admiral Ammen also donated five 
acres for a church, completed and dedicated in October, 1880. 
He stipulated that the church and school had to be separated by 
a hedge, which still stands. 

In 1883, the brothers contracted with a Baltimore builder named 
McCusker to erect-the present building for $33,000. The building was 
dedicated in December, 1884, by Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of 

- . Baltimore, was 100 ft. long and 50 ft. wide, with a 90 ft. chapel 
extending from the rear facade. The Brother's records indicate 
their satisfaction with the builder. By 1888, the wings had 
been added and the building took on its present appearance. 

Before the construction of Ammendale Normal Institute, Mde. la 
Coste, Admiral Ammen's mother-in-law, had maintained a local 
school at her Drury Mansion. After their school was completed, 
the Brothers assumed responsibility for the education of local 
children as well as their own clergy, with Brother Victor running 
the lay school. Clerical training at the Institute included a 
juniorate for younger boys preparing for the novitate, a novitate, 
and a scholasticate where brothers received college training. 

Over the years, the Christian Brothers added neighboring lands 
to their holdings, today totalling 400 acres. Thus they were 
assured the quiet and peaceful environment associated with a 
religious life. But with a station on the Baltimore and Ohio 
RR at the Ammendale post village, they were not isolated from 
the secular world. 

Admiral Ammen, the original owner of the land and donor of the 
chapel site, was a convert to Catholicism. Born in 1820, he 
joined the navy in 1835 as a midshipman. His career reflects 
his varied interests. He accompanied the Wilke exploration of 
the Mediterranean Sea and a scientific expedition to the Paraguan 
River. During the Civil War he commanded the Seneca of the South 
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Sk Ammen, Daniel. Country Homes and Their Improvement. (Washington, 
D.C.): Joseph Shillington, 1885. 

"Country Homes and Who Should Have Them" 
Advantages: 
. -cheaper than yearly resort tour 
-chances for exercise afforded 
-for persons of moderate means, country home possible if near 
railway. 

Reasons for moving to country; 
-not if find routine weary or if moved by love of nature; not 
for persons who don't like physical exertion or who like fashion 
and finery. 
-for persons who enjoy activity, dislike ceremony. 
-location-spring or brook desirable; trees necessary; convenience 
to transportation. 
-freedom from covetness, pridefulness 
-vanity among rural dwellers, freedom of action, personal control 
of children, good air and food, true and honest life. 

"The Improvement of a Country Home" 
-growth of cities and higher disease, railroads, growth of cities. 
-building a house-choosing a contractor, etc. 
-need for a pond 
trees and landscape. 
("The writer is indebted to Mr. John Saul, nursery man, of Washington, 
for success in transplanting the holly." (p. 32) 
(in picking fruit, old Arctic Shoes prevent slipping from limbs 
and injury to tree-author's accidental discovery.) 
-gardening, good und rdrainage-important and enriches ground; 
composting. 

roads and walks-gravel recommended 
ice house near pond-recommend 18x30x16 ft. deep partition and loft 
for stowing implements need for a dog. 

* • 

"We will end in plain Anglo-Saxon with what Cicero said so long 
ago: Nothing is better than agriculture, nothing more productive, 
nothing sweeter, nothing more worthy of a free man. And these 
advantages pertain as well to the dweller in his country home as 
to the farmer, pure and simple."(p. 44) 
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Atlantic blockade in the attack on Port Royal and participated 
in two attacks on Ft. Fisher. He was also an articulate advocate 
of an American Isthmian Canal, writing fove books on the subject, 

. and serving as U.S. delegate to the 1879 Paris Inter-Oceanic Ship 
Canal Congress. He was an advocate of naval reform and modern
ization, writing THE OLD NAVY AND THE NEW., as well as an historian 
of the navy's role in the Civil War (THE NAVY AND THE CIVIL WAR; 
A SKETCH OF OUR SECOND BOMBARDMENT OF FORT FISHER.) While he 
was an advocate of country life, he was evidently concerned that 
the interest in country home and life popularized by late nine
teenth century magazines and real estate agents had misled people 
about its real difficulties. His 1885 book, COUNTRY HOMES AND 
THEIR IMPROVEMENT, included a chapter "Country Homes and Who Should 
Have Them.• 

One can only speculate on the reasons Daniel Ammen encouraged 
the Christian Brothers to settle on his lands. In part, it was 
probably his desire to serve his new-found faith. Also, his 
interest in both reform and the salubrious effects of country 
life would suggest that he felt education would be more effec
tive in a rural atmosphere. And his own intellectual curiousity 
and wide-ranging interests would make the support of an educational 
institution a natural outlet for his charity. 

-Christopher Owens. 
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j 
gu. AMMENDALE NORMAL INSTITUTE-LAND DEEDS 

J 
Daniel Ammen James French 

July 31, 1884 
(Aug. 19, 1884) 
19,129.3 sq. ft. 

Indenture 
JWB 3/566 

< 
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Beginning at a tile drain on W. side of the County Rd. 
leading from Baltimore/Washington Turnpike to Ammendale Way 
Station on the B & 0 RR. 

Daniel Ammen 
iIndenture , 
JWB 14/91 

John Howard 
Thomas Meade 
Henry Wall 
Francis Fitzpatrick 
Patrick Brennan 
Pierre Marceux 
TRUSTEES for Ammendale Institute 
May 27, 1849 
(Feb. 7, 1890) 
11.3A 

Part of tract conveyed by Wm. L. Drury, Trustee, to D. 
Ammen-April 5, 1874. RSW 1/138 (included Drury House) 

Daniel Ammen Ammendale Normal Institute 
JWB 38/750 Dec. 8, 1896 

(Dec. 15, 1896) 
1) 41,782 sq. ft. 
2) 2,464 sq. ft. 

1) part of same land obtained from Wm. L. Drury, Trustee. Tues. 
April 5, 1874 RSW 1/138. 

-adjacent to lot of Carrie Ammen. 

2) small triangular tract together with the buildings. 

Carrie Ammen, spinster 
JWB 38/749 

Ammendale Normal Institute 
Dec. 8, 1896 
(Dec. 15, 1896) 
5,372 sq. ft. 

-part of same land obtained from Daniel Ammen-July 14, 1888, 
JW 10/247 
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PUBLICATIONS BY DANIEL AMMENt 

TC 773 Ammen) Daniel (1819-1898) Rear Admiral, THE AMERICAN 
.A519 INTER-OCEANIC SHIP CANAL QUESTION. Philadelphia: L.R. 

Hamersly and Co., 1880. 102 p. 

E 591 THE ATLANTIC COAST. Subscription ed. New York: C. 
.N327 Scribner's Sons, (c. 1885) 273 p. maps (Volume 12) 

TC 784 THE ERRORS AND FALLACIES OF THE INTER-OCEANIC TRANSIT 
.53 QUESTION. TO WHOM DO THEY BELONG? N.Y. Sale by Brentano 

Bros.' (1886) 68 p. 

TC 784 FACTS AND SUPPOSITIONS RELATING TO THE AMERICAN ISTHMIAN 
.51 TRANSIT, (read before Naval Institute-1887) 

TC 784 THE PROPOSED INTER-OCEANIC SHIP CANAL ACROSS THE AMERICAN 
.A 52 ISTHMUS...ITS FEASIBILITY AS A COMMERCIAL QUESTION AND 

ITS ADVANTAGES AS COMPARED WITH OTHER PROPOSED ROUTES. 
N.Y. (author) 1878. 

• 

E 477 A SKETCH OF OUR SECOND BOMBARDMENT OF FT. FISHER. (read 
.63 before D.C. Commandry of Military Order of the Loyal 
.A5 Legion of the U.S.) 
18876 

TC 773 U.S. Dep't. of State. INTEROCEANIC CANAL CONGRESS (Paris 
.U47 May, 1879) Instructions to Rear Adm. Daniel Ammen. 
1879 

E 182 THE OLD NAVY AND THE NEW. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott, 
.A52 1891. 

S 521 COUNTRY HOMES AND THEIR IMPROVEMENT. Washington, D.C. 
.A53 J. Shillington, 1885. 

TC 786 Corthell, L.L. AN EXPOSITION OF THE ERRORS AND FALLACIES 
.C86 IN REAR ADMIRAL AMMEN'S PAMPHLET ENTITLED "THE CERTAINTY 

OF THE..." Wash: Gibson Bros., printers. 1886. 

BX 3060 Angelus, Gabriel, Br. THE CHRISTIAN BROS. IN THE U.S. 
.A5 A CENTURY OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION. N.Y. D.X. McMullen Co. 

(1948) 

BX 3060 Battersby, Wm. John. THE CHRISTIAN BROS. IN THE U.S. 
.B28 1900-1925. Winona, Minn. St. Mary's College Press. 

(1967) 
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